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▪WHY was there a loss of vaccine 
confidence in the Philippines? 

▪WHAT were the consequences of this 
confidence crisis?

▪HOW was this issue addressed? 
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Lack of accountability and communication within the system 
remains the fundamental issue 

▪ Flow of information between the DoH and LGUs is weak
▪ Distribution of vaccines meant to be a pull system based on local government 

requests, but a lack / mistrust of available data has defaulted it into a push 
system

▪ Other problems:  global shortages (pentavalent) and supply chain 
issues (new distribution contractor)

Coe, Martha, Gergen, Jessica, and Ileana Vilcu. August 2017. “Philippines Country Brief”. Sustainable Immunization Financing in Asia Pacific. Washington, DC: ThinkWell.



FIC rates have been declining Over time
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Timeline of Key Events: Dengue Vaccine Controversy

2016
• Mar: FB video: Is Dengvaxia safe?
• MAY PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
• July: Suspension of school-based dengue 

immunization program
• Sep: Vaccination program resumes
• Oct: Congressional probe on “anomalous 

purchase”
• Dec: Senate probes vaccine purchase



Timeline of Key Events: Dengue Vaccine Controversy

2017
• 04 Dec: Justice Department orders the 

National Bureau of Investigation to look 
into the dengue vaccination program

• 05 Dec: PhilFDA suspends sale and 
distribution of Dengvaxia.

• 07 Dec: Health Department returns unused 
doses, asks for refund of PhP 3.5B

• 11Dec: House and  Senate again 
investigates dengue vaccination program

• 14 Dec: Former Pres Aquino, under whose 
administration the deal was approved, 
attends the Senate hearing on the vaccine 
program



Timeline of Key Events: Dengue Vaccine Controversy

2018
• 10 Jan: The Public Attorney's Office (PAO) conducts an 

autopsy on five vaccinated children who died
• 11 Jan: Some parents in Zamboanga refuse the DOH's 

deworming program due to the Dengvaxia scare.
• 02 Feb: UP-PGH experts' panel report is released: no 

direct link between the deaths and the vaccine
• PAO files a civil case against Garin, former 

Undersecretary Kenneth Go, and other health officials 
of implementing the program in undue haste even if 
"the product has no proven safety and efficacy.” 





• 1,500 participants were re-surveyed in 2018 to analyze the Philippines’ 
confidence data against 2015 data for the country 

• Vaccine safety: four-fold drop in confidence from 82% strongly agreeing 
that vaccines are safe in 2015 to only 21% in 2018 

• Confidence in the effectiveness of vaccines dropped from 82% in 2015 to 
22% in 2018 



Key QueStions

•WHY was there a loss of vaccine confidence 
in the Philippines? 

•WHAT were the consequences of this 
confidence crisis?

•HOW was this issue addressed? 



• 01 Jan -18 Feb 2019: 266% increase 
compared with the same time period 
in 2018

• 70,000 cases, 841 deaths

Measles outbreak declared 07 Feb 2019



Dengue outbreak declared 07 August 2019

Since 01 Jan2019: 
292 076 total cumulative cases, CFR 0.25





Polio outbreak declared 19 Sep 2019
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April 2016: 
vaccine is 

launched in PHL

Nov 2017: safety 
concerns follow 

relabelling

Feb 2018: PHL 
Public 

Attorney’s 
Office files suit 

vs manufacturer, 
distributor and 
MOH officials

Feb 2019: 
license revoked 

in PHL

* May 2016:  National elections






